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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ANTHROPOLOGY 

The Committee on Anthropology was one of the first constituted under 
the National Research Council. Its personnel is limited to representatives 
of Physical and Medical Anthropology which branches it was recognized 
could be of direct assistance in national preparedness. Its membership com- 
prises William H. Holmes, Chairman; Ales HrdHcka, Secretary; Dr. Charles 
B. Davenport, Carnegie Institution; Dr. Frederick L. Hoffman, Chief Statis- 
tician, The Prudential Insurance Company; Dr. E. A. Hooton, Anthropologist 
of Harvard University; Dr. George M. Kober, Dean of the Medical Depart- 
ment, Georgetown University; Mr. Madison Grant, Trustee, American 
Museum of Natural Histor}'; and Dr: Tom A. Williams, Psychiatrist and 
Anthropologist. 

Activities of the Committee. — On February 16, 1917, certain recommenda- 
tions were formulated, which under the heading "A National Anthropomet- 
ric Survey," were submitted to the Executive Committee of the National 
Research Council by Dr. Charles D. Walcott, first vice president of the 
Council. 

In April additional suggestions were laid before Dr. V. C. Vaughan, repre- 
senting the Council. These suggestions related to changes in the physical 
requirements of the Army, the advisability of proper regulation of the instru- 
ments and methods to be used in the nieasurement of recruits, the need of 
additional anthropological observations on drafted men in the camps-, and 
the preservation of valuable data and specimens on post-mortem material. 
Later these recommendations were formally submitted to the National Re- 
search Council. 

In May these suggestions were submitted in final form. In June they were 
presented before the Medical Branch of the National Defense Council, and in 
August were published in brief form in the Proceedings of the National Acad- 
emy. In June the Committee made further definite proposals for the stand- 
ardization of the instruments used in the examination of recruits and for the 
regulation of methods. 

Finally during August and September a proposal was made for sending a 
trained anatomist to the base hospitals in Europe for the purpose of collect- 
ing much needed observations as well as specimens for further study. At 
the same time the Committee called attention to the probability that our 
men in France would discover in their digging operations valuable archeologi- 
cal and skeletal material, which should be preserved to science; and further, 
the Committee offered its services in dealing with the many problems relat- 
ing to race, nationality and language which are bound to be encountered 
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by the Commission that will have charge for the United States of peace 
negotiations. 

The results of the activities of the Committee unfortunately are not wholly 
encouraging. It finds on the one hand a number of simple, practical and from 
every standpoint desirable steps to be taken, and on the other the great difii- 
culty of securing favorable action by the proper authorities. The only rec- 
ommendation of the Committee so far adopted is that relating to the necessity 
of reducing the minimum physical requirements in recruiting. Practically 
nothing has been done towards the improvement of the methods and instru- 
ments employed in the examination of drafted men. The blanks used for the 
examination of recruits are essentially the same as of old. The Manual of 
Instructions for examiners was printed but no directions were included respect- 
ing the methods or instruments to be used in the measuring. The Committee 
has found that a large percentage of the instruments used for the examinations 
are more or less defective ; that the methods of taking the measurements are 
regulated by individual opinion, necessarily resulting in many errors; and that 
in cases the measuring is relegated by the examining physician to enlisted men, 
without adequate supervision. It is painfully evident that no improvement 
has been effected in this important matter sincg the Civil War, and that the 
millions of measurements to be taken will be entirely unreliable for scientific 
purposes. Thus we lose demographic data of the greatest value; data which 
would have given to science and to government for the first time reliable 
information regarding the physical characteristics of the American people 
in different parts of the country, in different occupations, and under different 
environments. 

During the latter part of August and the first part of September the Sec- 
retary of the Committee took up with Major Vaughan and Major Millikan, 
the Acting Head of the National Research Council, the question of sending a 
trained anatomist or anthropologist to Europe, to be attached to the Ameri- 
can base hospitals and to take charge of the collecting of data and objective 
material relating to post-mortem cases. As many races will be represented in 
the United States Army, this step is of particular importance. Both normal 
and pathological specimens should in suitable instances be preserved, to be 
deposited for future studies in the National and the Army Medical Museums 
and possibly other institutions. It was recommended that the specialist sent 
should be a man of high training and experience and that he be commissioned 
in the Medical Service of the Army so that his work could be carried on in a 
regular manner and not dependent on favors. It was suggested by the Com- 
mittee that if necessary the salary and working expenses of this officer might 
be provided for, but this suggestion met with a stumbling block in the disin- 
clination of those who are concerned, to commission the specialist who might 
be recommended. 

The next step suggested by the Committee relates to the preservation of 
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any finds of ancient human material, archeological or skeletal, that may be 
discovered by the American Army in their trench digging and excavations in 
France. France, as is well known, was the home par excellence of man from 
the haziest antiquity. Most of our knowledge relating to his evolution has 
come from collections made in France, and much more material doubtless 
still lies in French soil. During the extensive digging of trenches and other 
excavations the men of our Army are more than likely to come across such 
precious remains and steps should be taken for their preservation. The 
armies on the western front have already made such discoveries. 

Notwithstanding the discouragement so far encountered by the Committee 
a great deal in the line of its recommendations can still be accomplished. 
Many more drafted men will be examined and the opportunities for observa- 
tions in the camps are multiplying. The collection of post-mortem data and 
material can be initiated at any time before the actual fighting commences. 
Our great problem now is how shall we proceed in order to be more success- 
ful in these directions in the future than we have been in the past, and how 
can our recommendations be made effective? 

W. H. Holmes, Chairman. 
Ales Hrdlicka, Secretary. 

NOTICE OF BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS 

The following biographical memoir has been published by the Academy 
since the last notices of such memoirs appeared in the August 1917 number 
of the Proceedings. 

John Shaw Billings (1838-1913). By S. Weir Mitchell, With The 
Scientific Work of John Shaw Billings. By Fielding H. Garrison.- 
Biographical Memoirs of the National Academy, 8, pp. 375-416. 

The first biographer sketches in generality, and with the sympathy of a personal friend, 
the life work of John Shaw Billings in its early struggles, in the army during the Civil War, 
in the Army Medical Museum, in the National Academy, and in the Astor-Tilden-Lenox 
Library of New York. Dr. Garrison, though not neglecting personal characteristics, treats 
primarily the achievements of Dr. Billings in the six fields of his activity, military and pub- 
lic hygiene, hospital construction and sanitary engineering, vital and medical statistics, 
medical bibliography and history, advancement of medical education and the condition of 
medicine in the United States, and in civil administration; he also gives an account of the 
scientific contributions originating with Dr. Billings either directly or through his pupils, 
but attempts no formal bibliographical list of the published writings. 



